The industrial physician and nurse have a three-fold role in the care of maternit y patients in industry. I. To see that the patient is under good medical care as soon as pregnancy is known. 2. To interpret the needs of the pregnant woman to management and to formulate work policies. 3. To make the necessary referrals to social and nursing agencies for care, health instruction and guidance of the patient. The pregnant woman should be encouraged to report to the medical department as soon as the condition is known . At this point the industrial physician and nurse should ascertain the type of work the patient is doing and refer her to a private physician or clinic if she is not already under medical care. The industrial physician or nurse should then contact the patient's physician, explain to him the type of work the patient is doing and discu ss with the physician (I) plans for health teaching , (2) recommendations for necessary work change s, and (3) the length of time the doctor feels the patient may be able to continue work. Most states have laws governing length of work period prior to confinement and after delivery.
